
Summer Newsletter 2021 

Welcome to the 2021 Summer newsletter. With restrictions easing and the 

prospect of classic car events returning there are at least some reasons for 

optimism after a dearth of meaningful activity and social interaction during 

the last year. It has however been useful and informative to receive the various 

club publications from Morris Vehicle Association clubs and to see the various 

efforts made to keep some semblance of normality using various technological 

ploys. 

It is pleasing to report that the Morris Register plans for their National Rally 

2021 are well advanced and that this event will also host the MVA rally. 

Further details of the event are included in the briefing below supplied by Ben 

Gadsby. Several MVA affiliated clubs have confirmed their attendance at 

Thoresby. This is pleasing to note and provides the prospect of us being able to 

meet up in person and enjoy the belated 60th Anniversary celebrations of the 

Morris Register being formed. 

FBHVC Fuels Update 

Most clubs will have been in receipt of the press release issued by the FBHVC (Copy reprinted here) 

and been further reassured by the appointment of Nigel Elliott to the Legislation committee to lend 

his considerable knowledge on all fuel related matters. The continued availability of E5 fuel after 

September 2021 will provide an element of reassurance to owners of older vehicles. While many 

will adopt the ‘tank half full’ approach to this news rumblings from the ‘tank half empty’ fraternity 

are already asking at what cost? How long will it be available for and how widespread will 

availability be? Your thoughts? 

FBHVC clarifies the introduction of E10 petrol for historic vehicle owners 
 

After an extensive consultation process, the Department for Transport has announced that they will legislate to introduce E10 petrol as the 
standard 95-octane petrol grade by 1 September 2021. They will also require the higher-octane 97+ ‘Super’ grades to remain E5 to provide 

protection for owners of older vehicles. This product will be designated as the ‘Protection’ grade. 

The introduction of the 95-octane E10 grade and the maintenance of the Super E5 protection grade will be reviewed by the Government after 
5 years to ensure they remain appropriate to the needs of the market. In relation to the E5 protection grade, such a review will examine market 
developments over the period. HM Government have sought to reassure FBHVC members and historic vehicle owners that, without a suitable 

alternative becoming available, it is highly likely the Super E5 protection grade would continue to be available. 

Filling stations that stock 2 grades of petrol and supply at least one million litres of fuel in total each year, will need to ensure one product is the 
Super E5 protection grade. While not all filling stations meet these criteria, almost all towns across the UK will have a filling station that 
supplies the ‘Super’ grade and currently one major retailer, a national supermarket group, has committed to offer the product. The main 
exception to this is in certain parts of the Highlands, north and west coast of Scotland, which will be covered by an exemption process and 

allowed to continue to market the 95-octane E5 grade. 

The Federation therefore recommends that all vehicles produced before 2000 and some vehicles from the early 2000s that are considered non
-compatible with E10 - should use the Super E5 Protection grade where the Ethanol content is limited to a maximum of 5%. To check 
compatibility of vehicles produced since 2000, we recommend using the new online E10 compatibility checker: https://www.gov.uk/check-

vehicle-e10-petrol  

It should be noted that some Super E5 Protection grade products do not contain Ethanol as the E5 designation is for fuels containing up to 5% 

Ethanol. Product availability varies by manufacturer and geographical location and enthusiasts should check the situation in their location. 



MORRIS REGISTER 60th ANNIVERSARY RALLY  

INCORPORATING THE 6th MVA RALLY 

Thoresby Hall, Nottinghamshire. 

6th - 8th August 2021 

The Morris Register was formed in 1960 and as it is our 60th anniversary there is a general 60s theme to the 
weekend. There will be a bar and food on site all weekend. 
 
There be an autojumble but obviously it is aimed mainly at our era of cars. If you have any regular  
autojumble attendees at your rallies they would be very welcome to come along. 
 
The draft plan is as follows: 
 
Friday evening 

Campsite open 

Social evening in the marquee with bar open from  
6pm and live music. 
Curry night – details to be confirmed 
 

Saturday Morning 

Technical Q&A session 

Saturday Afternoon 

Road run starts at 1pm and will cover around 35 miles of the Nottinghamshire countryside. There will also 

hopefully be a stop at the private classic car collection where there will be around 20 cars on display from 1906 

onwards.  

The gymkhana will start around 3pm and participants will be competing for a trophy. There will be several 

driving tests/games set out on the rally field and competitors will be scored on each of the tests.  

Saturday Evening 

A social evening in the marquee with a Beatles tribute act (TBC) as part of the entertainment.  

Sunday 

Line up of cars.  Morris Register will be carrying out self judging. 

Thoresby Colliery Band playing between 1pm and 3pm after which there will be pause to remember those 

members and friends we have lost in the last 2 years before commencing with the prizegiving including the 

MVA trophy.  

Official finish is 4pm but members can camp overnight  
and must leave by noon on Monday. 
 

I am really looking forward to welcoming  
you all to Thoresby in the summer. 
 

Ben Gadsby (Rally Organiser) 



Spares 

The subject of spares, 

the remanufacturing 

of components and 

issues relating to post 

Brexit complications in 

despatching parts to 

Europe have received 

publicity recently. 

Bryan Gostling raised 

a number of issues 

which were 

highlighted by 

Practical Classics (see 

opposite). Have other 

MVA club spares 

managers experienced 

similar problems or 

come up with 

alternative strategies 

to cope? An exchange 

of views might be 

beneficial with 

perhaps the 

opportunity to share 

responses in a MVA 

newsletter devoted to 

these issues. This 

could also include a 

response to the second article, also from Practical Classics 

which highlighted the role clubs are playing in the 

remanufacture and supply of spare parts. The Wolseley 

Register were mentioned in despatches as indeed were 

many other non MVA clubs. Perhaps it would be useful to 

create and exchange our own list of remanufactured parts. 

Recent enquiries on the remanufacture of quarter light 

rubbers for early Morris Minor Series MM cars have raised 

questions about the viability of such a venture given the 

high costs of initial tooling plus the production costs of 

limited numbers and the resulting unit cost price. It would be interesting to have an exchange of views 

on similar ventures and perhaps this might be the cue for a second Spares Co-ordinators meeting once 

current restriction on meeting are lifted. Let me know your thoughts on any matters relating to the 

spares issues highlighted here. rgnewell1951@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:rgnewell1951@hotmail.co.uk


Extension of the Young Apprenticeship Scheme at Brooklands 

No doubt many of you will have been watching the ten part TV programme about the Brooklands 

Museum on the Yesterday channel. If you have not yet seen it is well worth a look. Further good 

news has recently been announced by the Heritage Skills Academy and Brooklands Museum in 

relation to an extension of the Young Apprenticeship scheme pioneered at Bicester Heritage Centre 

This development is to be welcomed particularly as it extends the scheme to a new catchment area 

and provides access to wider range of opportunities in a unique setting. 

 

New Apprenticeship Academy at Brooklands Museum 

Heritage Skills Academy and Brooklands Museum 
have formed a new educational partnership to 
promote, expand and deliver apprenticeships in 
heritage engineering. 

The Heritage Skills Academy has expanded from its 

current headquarters at Bicester Heritage to open a 

second teaching site at Brooklands Museum. The 

Museum’s purpose-built workshop facilities have 

become the Heritage Skills Academy’s southern site 

from April, where they are now training apprentices 

on their world class Heritage Engineering technician qualification. Training will continue at HSA’s 

original base at Bicester. 

Brooklands Museum is on the site of the world’s first purpose-built motor racing circuit and was the 
location of the most prolific aircraft factories in Europe to this day. The history of the place and 
Museum’s collection embodies the ingenuity and excellence of British engineering in the twentieth 
century. The Museum has a working collection and a wealth of heritage engineering expertise 
amongst its staff and volunteers. 

HSA’s existing apprentice programme, which originated at Bicester Heritage in 2016, will be 

complemented by the rich heritage and history of Brooklands. Apprentices will be able to work with 

the Brooklands team of volunteers and gain insight from Brooklands Museum’s comprehensive 

historic fleet. Apprentices will work close to the Museum’s award winning ‘Aircraft Factory’ and 

‘Flight Shed’ exhibitions where purpose-built workshops will be used to deliver the skills and 

knowledge which apprentices require to successfully graduate upon completion of their course. 

Tamalie Newbery (Director & CEO Brooklands Museum) said 

This partnership with Heritage Skills Academy is of great significance for Brooklands Museum and we 

are delighted to be working with their team. Brooklands Museum has an educational mission and 

bringing this nationally renowned apprenticeship programme to Brooklands is an important step in 

our support of careers in STEM subjects. Keeping our historic collection in good, working condition 

whenever possible, enables visitors to better understand and be inspired by all that people at 

Brooklands accomplished in the past and the apprenticeships ensure the skills needed to look after 

historic vehicles are passed on to new generations. 



Morris Minor Owners Club 

During the various lockdown periods work continued 

on the Last Morris Minor saloon to leave the production 

line in Cowley in November 1971. Adhering to all Covid 

protocols the car was prepared for final assembly with a 

view to being unveiled at the November 2020 Classic 

Car Show scheduled to be held at the NEC.  With the 

announcement that this show had been cancelled 

attention turned to returning the car to Cowley in time 

for the 50th anniversary of it being built. Frantic changes 

to the schedule had to be made when the latest 

lockdown was announced and with days to spare a hastily arranged visit, subject to ‘Rule of Six’ 

saw the car join the Historic Vehicle collection at the BMW Mini Plant. It has remained there 

throughout the current lockdown. However, the efforts of all those who had a hand in restoring 

this historic vehicle were rewarded and fittingly recognised when the National Car Club Awards 

were announced in March. The award for the Best Lockdown Restoration was given to the Morris 

Minor Owners Club. 

Morris Cars 1948-1984   
A Pictorial History 

This new book written by Ray Newell has recently 

been published. Reflecting on the research 

undertaken for the book which covers every Morris 

car produced between 1948-1984 Ray stated, ‘It 

would not have been possible to accurately portray 

the different models 

without the help 

and support of 

members from the 

various Morris 

Vehicles Association 

clubs which cater 

for pre and post war 

cars. The contacts 

made as a result of 

the establishment of 

the MVA in 2013 

have proved 

invaluable in 

charting the history, 

specifications and model changes as well as details 

such as costs, paint colours and  production numbers 

of the vast range of Morris cars.’ The book is 

published by Veloce Publishing. www.veloce.co.uk 

Morris Register 

Morris Register members are to be 

commended for their perseverance and 

hard work in successfully moving their 

spares department to Hinckley, 

Leicestershire. They now operate a new 

online shop from the same building 

where the MG Octagon Car Club have 

their spares operation and where spares 

representatives from MVA clubs met in 

pre pandemic times. 

6/80 & MO  
Oxford & Cowley Club  

Best wishes are extended to Sheelagh 

McHardy, Public Relations Officer and 

MVA supporter for her continued 

recovery from her recent illness. 

Classic Motor Show 

November 2021 

Will we meet again? 

Here’s hoping! 



Marina at 50 

 

 

It is fifty years this year since the Morris 

Marina entered production. When 

launched in April 1971, the publicity 

department described it as ‘Beauty with 

brains behind it’ The Marina remained in 

production until 1980 when it was 

superseded by the Morris Ital. The Morris 

Marina Owners Club and Ital Register are 

planning to celebrate the special 

anniversary at The British Motor Museum 

at Gaydon on the 11th July 2021 when a 

large turn out of the model range including 

commercial variants are expected to be 

represented. In recognition of the occasion 

the Marina models will take pride of place 

front of house on the day.  

In the anniversary year it is fitting that 

Practical Classics Editor Danny Hopkins is 

currently engaged in the restoration of a 

1971 Morris Marina Super Coupe 1.3 and 

with the assistance of club members is 

pressing ahead with a comprehensive 

overhaul and refurbishment of the vehicle. 

Coverage in the magazine is extensive 

which bodes well for promoting the art of 

the possible and the availability of 

components to complete the job.  

Will it make it to Gaydon? Only time will 

tell. 

This Marina, which was 

donated to the British 

Motor Museum, will be 

joined by many others 

on July 11th as part of 

the 50th anniversary 

celebrations  


